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This report presents inforaation relating to ethnic 
distributions of stadents at Los Angeles City College (LACC) . Data 
aboat ethnic background, anits coapleted at all colleges, part*ti«e 
or fall-time statas, day or evening status, sex, and college aajor 
vas requested on an optional card provided at the tiae of 
registration. In spring 1975, 10,854 students, 50.5 percent of the 
total census week enrollaent, coapleted the card. Tables indicate 
ethnic distributions by the various categories of data elicited on 
the card, and coaparative ethnic distributions of LACC students for 
the past ten years. Approxiaately one-third of all current LACC 
students are Blacky one-third are Caucasian, and one^third are other 
ainorities. Over the past ten years the total ethnic Minority 
enrollaent has risen froa about 50 percent to about 65 percent. 
Part-tiae students show a saaller percentage of Blacks (26 percent) 
than f ull-tiae students (38 percent) * The highest percentages of 
ainorities aajor in Public Affairs, Coaaerce, Engineering, Education 
Coaputer Science, and Hoae Econoaics. (Author/DC) 
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••fiTHNIC DISTRIBUTION OF L.AeC.C. STUDENTS" 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

Applications for Federal grants and sunnnary reports detailing use of 
grant funds require information relative to ethnic background of studet.ts. 
In order to obtain estimates of Los Angeles City College student ethnic 
distribution, the student has for the past two years been asked to fill 
out a card (copy appended) at the time of registration indicating ethnic 
background and certain other characteristics. Identification on the card is 
not required, and its completion is voluntary. 

Recently, the District Data Processing Center furnished L.A.C.C. a de- 
tailed printout of the information provided on these cards by Spring, 1975 
registrants. The purpose of this study is to summarize that information and 
to compare with previous statistics, as available, 
IROCEDURE OF THE STUDY 

The card described above asks the student to indicate his "General Major," 
a choice of 23 categories taken from the major headings listed in the Classi- 
fication of Instructional Disciplines (CID) issued by the Chancellor's Office, 
California Community Colleges. 47 ethnic distribution tables were produced 
by Data Processing, two (male and female) for each of the 23 categories and a 
summary total. Each table lists numbers of students in the indicated ethnic 
categories according to their responses to the other questions asked, viz., 
full-time - part-time status, day-evening, and nuinber of units completed. 
These printouts, together with data from previous years available in the Re- 
search Office, were analyzed as described in the next section* 
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FINDINGS 

10,854 students completed the sttrvey card, 50.5% of the total census 
week enrollment of 21,492. Percents indicated in the tables are based on 
the number responding, and estimated nuiriers of students are obtained by 
applying these percents to the total census week enrollment. 

Table 1 indicates Spring, 1975 ethnic distribution for all students 
and by selected categories. Table 2 indicates Spring, 1975 ethnic distri- 
bution according co general major, and also indicates estimated total nuinber 
of students in each major and also the percent who are male. Table 3 in- 
dicates, for a measure of the representativeness of the sample, percents 
of the total student enrollment at census week. Table 4 and Figure 1 indi- 
cates available estimates of ethnic distributions over the past ten years. 
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TABLE 3 - Comparison of Sample and 
Population (in percents) 
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Full-time 
■Part-time. 



Population 
(N" 21492) 

34.6 
65.4 



Sample 
(N = 10841) 

49.8 
50.2 



Day 

Evening 

Units completed ^30 

30 Units completed < 60. 
'Units completed ^60 



61.9 
38.1 

66.0 
24.4 
9.6 



63.6 
36.4 

61.2 
27.6 
11.1 



Males 
Females 



48.5 
51.5 



50.0 
50.0 



Sample taken at registration 
Population figures at census week 



TABLE 4 - Ethnic Distribution of L.A.C.C. 

Students, 1966-75 (estimates as 
available in percent) 





American 
Indian 


Black 
Negro 


Oriental 
(Asian) 


Other 
Non-White 


Spanish* 
Surname 


Other 
White 


Spring, 1975 


0.6 


32.3 


15.1 


1.9 


15.4 


34.6 


Fall, 1974 


0.6 


37.5 


12.2 


1.9 


13.9 


34.0 


Spring, 1974 


0.9 


35.7 


12.9 


1.9 


15.0 


33.6 


Fall, 1973 


0.6 


32.3 


12.6 


2.1 


15.4 


37.0 


Fall, 1972 


0.6 


32.0 


11.6 


2.8 


14.5 


38.5 


Fall, 1971 


1.0 


32.0 


11.0 


3.0 


13.0 


40.0 


Fall, 1970 


1.3 


27.6 


14.5 


•••••• 


10.8 


45.8 


Fall, 1966 


0.2 


26.6 


. 10.1 


0.8 


11.3 


51.0 



* including Mexican -American and Puerto Rican 
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CONCLUSIONS ' ' , 

This study presents some infoxrmation relating to ethnic distribu- 
tions at L.A.C.C. Such information is difficult to obtain with precision 
inasmuch as a Board rule prevents indicating a student's ethnic background 
on his record. However, a sample of over 10,000 respondents to a card sur- 
vey showed differences of les^..than TL in sex and day /evening status, thus 
indicating that the resulting ethnic distribution has a high probability of 
being representative. Differences between sample and population in full- 
time and part-time status are not unexpected r>ince the sample was taken at 
registration and population figures are at census week. 

Numbers of students indicating various general majors must be considered 
as broad estimates only. Much evidence exists to indicate that there are 
often wide discrepancies between a stated major and the courses in which a 
student enrolls, and the particular set of broad majors given with only a brief 
title is understandably confusing (e.g., does a Secretarial Science major in- 
dicate Business and Management or Commerce? the only two possibly ap- 
propriate choices) . 

Following are some observations on the data, subject to the limitations 
indicated above: 

(1) Approximately one-third of current L.A.C.C. students are 
Black, one-third Caucasian, and one-third other minorities. 
The latter third consists almost entirely of Mexican- 
Americans and Orientals in about equal numbers. 

(2) Over the past ten years the total ethnic minority has 
risen from about 50% to about 657o, idLth each minority 
group (Blacks, Mexican-Americans and Orientals) show- 
ing an increase over the period. 

(3) Part-time students show a smaller percentage of Blacks 
(26%) than full-time students (3870 . Ethnic differences 
bet^vCiOA males and females are small as are differences 
betrc^eon day and evening students^ Percentages of 
minority ethnic seems to be Inversely related to nuiiiber 
of units completed. 
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CONCLUSIONS (continued) 



(4) Largest general major indicated was Interdisciplinary 
Studies (34%) • Since there was no way to indicate an 
undecided or undeclared inajor, this category may in- 
clude these. Of the more specific majors, most popu- 
lar was Business and Management, follov7cd by Health Pro- 
fessions , and Fine and Applied Arts. 

(5) Majors in which males outnumbered females by 2 to 1 or 
more included Architecture and Environmental Design, 
Communications, Computer Science, Engineering, and 
Mathematics* The reverse is true for Education, Health 
Professions, Home Economics, and Library Science. 

(6) Highest percentages of minorities were in Public Af- 
fairs, Commerce, Engineering, Education, Computer Science, 
and Home Ecomonics, Blacks seemed particularly attracted 
to Education, Public Affairs, and Home Economics, Orien- 
tals were particularly attracted to Commerce, Engineering, 
and Computer Science* Variation among majors was less 
for Mexican- Americans than the other three largest ethnic 
groups (Blacks, Caucasians, Orientals). 
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GEJ^S^IAL i?^rORh^AT?0M SURVEY {side'2) 

PUASE UFJ.O OTHER Snz Cr THIS CAr.D. THEM MARX THE APPROPRIATE 
DU D3 LES OM THIS S'iDE USING: A ELECTRCGRAPHIC PEJ JC!L. 



AT Air CCtXtGES 



0-23 T/e — c:::^ 



KTraiiV^Cu STATUS 



DAV ONLY- 



Evcwf^G ONLY — c:::::^ 



DAY AND tV€- 



STUDSKT STATICS 



Full. r\WE 

(12 WirSO^ MOftO 



PART Tiv.s c::::^ 

CtCSS r»4fcX '12 VVIT5) 



ETHNIC BACKGROUND 
AMEiMCAf< C>WAN 



BUXK 

OR NEOJfO 

MEXICAN AV,£H?CAM 
0« SP'ANISH SURHA/.!£ ' 



ASlAfJ. 



PUERTO RICAN- 
SA.MOAN 



OTHEH CAUCASIAN 
(WHITE) 

OTHER NON- 
CAUCAStAN 

DECLINE 

TO STATE 



BE>C 



c:7' 



=62 



GENCR(\U INFORMATION SURVEY sp 75 

This informafion does ucX. become porf of your records, but is of greof vo!oe fo the college v/h»n w& 
oppfy for Stale and FedcroJ Gronfs to provide Student F. .. "sciol Aids ond other College Activities. 

THAMK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATIOM , 

Select the number of the GENERAL MAJOR from the list whlcti' mostTp^erio^ 
pnoSc bubbles on the other side of this card in the oreo labeled GEN MAJOR. (OVER) 



01 


~ AGRt G NAT RES 


10 


- FINE & APPL ARTS 


13 


02 


- ARCF! a EWV DESIGN 


n 


~ FORE/GN LANGUAGE 


20 


04 


- BIOL SCIEf^CE 


12 


-HEALTH PROFESSION 


21 


05 


- BUS & MGNT 


13 


-HOME ECONOMICS 


22 


06 


- COMMUWICATIONS 


14 


- LAW 


30 


C7 


- COIVIPUTER SCIENCE 


15 


-LETTERS 


49 


03 


- EDUCATION 


16 


-LIBRARY SCIENCE 


53 


Od 


- ENGiNEERinG 


17 


- MATHEMATICS 



Your sicjnoford opiionat. 
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